PSYCHOLOGICAL OKIGIN OF RELIGION

relics, and other accessories of Religion, acquire
in the mind of many Christians a power of the
coercitive type: that is, for instance, the case
when the sign of the cross, of itself, without the
mediation of God or Saint, is felt to have power;
or when * saying one's beads' is held to possess a
curative virtue of the land ascribed to sacred
relics by the superstitious. Even when the
symbolism of the sign of the cross, and the
meaning of the Ave Maria are realised, it hap-
pens not infrequently that signing oneself and
saying one's beads are regarded as acting upon
the Virgin Mary, Jesus Christ, or God, in the
manner of an incantation; i.e. magically.

It has been the habit of most students of the ;
origin of Religion to concern themselves ex-
clusively with the origin of the god-idea, as if:
belief in the existence of gods was identical with
Religion, They have ignored its other essential
components: the motives or desires and the feel-
ings, as well as the means by which, in Religion,
the gratification of desire is sought. But the
limitation of the problem of origin to that of
the god-idea is not entirely amiss. For there
are neither specifically religious motives, nor
specifically religious feelings. Any and every
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